
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Walt Sampson 

Principal              623.915.8209 

Brian Galbreath  

Operations/Resources      623.915.8206 

Steve Threadgill 

Student Services                623.915.8207 

Ashely Burns 

Attendance/Discipline     623.915.8208 

 

Attendance:            623.915.8201 

Bookstore:            623.915.8214 

Counseling Office:           623.915.8202 

Psychologist:            623.915.8231 

Nurse:              623.915.8203 

Social Worker:            623.915.8230 

October 9th, End of 1st Quarter 

October 12-16th, Fall Break (NO SCHOOL) 

November 11th, Veteran’s Day  (NO SCHOOL) 

November 26-27th, Thanksgiving Recess (NO SCHOOL) 

Dec. 16th & Dec. 17th, Final Exams  

Dec. 18th, End of 1st Semester (NO SCHOOL) 

Dec. 19th—Jan. 3rd, Winter Recess (NO SCHOOL) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

TUESDAY, Jan. 5th, Second Semester Begins 

Jan. 18th, MLK, Jr. Day (NO SCHOOL) 

Feb. 15th, President’s Day (NO SCHOOL) 

End of 3rd Quarter, March 11th  

March 14th—March 18th, Spring Recess (NO SCHOOL) 

May 2nd—May 13th, Advanced Placement Exams 

May 19th & May 20th, Senior Finals 

MONDAY, May 23rd, GRADUATION! 
May 24th, Final Exams (HALF DAY) 

May 25th, Final Exams (HALF DAY) 

PARENTS:  Please 

remember to call 

the Attendance 

Office if your 

student will be 

absent. 

623.915.8201 or  

623.915.8211 

Did you know that you can check 

grades online 24 hours a day? Bring 

your picture ID to the front office to 

obtain your log-on information.   

 

The Glendale Union High School District does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, age or disability.  All participants in our quality school are motivated to  

strive for excellence in teaching and learning.             

To meet the challenges of life, we develop individual 

potential and promote life-long learning.   

Cortez High School 
A Proud Member of the Glendale Union High School District  

8828 N. 31st Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85051 

623.915.8200 

Cortez PRINCIPAL 
WALT SAMPSON 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCHOOLS: 

BRIAN CAPISTRAN 

 
Glendale Union High School District 

7650 N. 43rd Avenue 
Glendale, AZ 85301 

Cortez Highlights is published for parents 
& other interested members of the     
community.  Comments & inquiries 

should be directed to:  

Welcome to the 2015 - 16 school year. It has been a great 

start and should be one filled with great excitement and 

success. Cortez continues to be recognized as one of the 

best high schools in Arizona by Newsweek, is a US News 

and World Report Best High Schools Bronze Medalist, Beat 

the Odds Gold Medal Winner and a contributing member 

of the Glendale Union High School District Advance 

Placement National District of the year for 2013. The       

Arizona Department of Education also continues to      

recognize Cortez High School as an “A” school.  

Through our strong academic programs and dynamic 

teaching staff, students are challenged and given the opportunity to         

develop the skills to analyze, reason and problem solve. These skills and     

information that are learned during the day must be practiced and this 

practice comes in the form of homework. Homework, when done in a timely 

manner, allows the student to solidify the understanding and the application 

of what needs to be remembered and applied. I encourage you to sit down 

with your teenager each night and see what they are doing in school. 

Please ask them to show you their agenda to see what homework they have 

to do that evening. Through a joint effort of school and parents, we can instill 

a strong work ethic and foundation that will allow all of our Cortez students to 

be successful. At Cortez, we believe “Success is the ONLY option!” 

M E S S A G E   F R O M   T H E   P R I N C I P A L 

M E S S A G E   F R O M   D I S T R I C T   O F F I C E 

 Bond Update 

 

 New Additions 

 

 Book Fair 

 

 Yearbooks! 

 

 Link Crew 

 

 Open House 

 

 Senior Info 

 For more information about the election or to find out more about the GUHSD Bond Program,  

contact Kim Mesquita at 623-435-6001. 

On November 3, voters 

within the Glendale Union 

High School District will be 

asked to approve the sale 

of $70 million in bonds which 

if approved will be used to 

renovate and maintain 

schools, improve energy 

efficiencies, and to         

purchase school furniture, 

equipment, technology and 

buses. 

Historically, the district    

received capital funding 

and facility funding based 

on formulas. The state has 

not adhered to their     

funding formulas. Since 

2009, the district has been 

cut $33.3 million in capital 

funding. In addition, the 

facility funding for the    

district intended for major 

renovations and preventive 

maintenance of buildings 

was underfunded by $48.7 

million and was completely 

eliminated in 2013. 

If approved, the bonds will 

be issued in phases as funds 

are needed for capital     

expenditures. The estimated 

additional annual cost to 

taxpayers with a home    

assessed at $100,000 would 

be approximately $29.  

Each of the high schools in 

the district would benefit 

from the bonds. Proposed 

capital improvements     

include critical repairs to 

old roofs, air conditioning 

systems, flooring and      

cafeteria infrastructure. 

Additionally, technology, 

furniture and equipment to 

support schools and buses 

for reliable transportation 

are part of the proposal.  

tel:623-435-6000


All participants in our quality school are motivated to strive for excellence in teaching and learning.            

To meet the challenges of life, we develop individual potential and promote life-long learning.   

Fall Book Fair 

By Juan Avelar Gonzalez and Tiffany Roberson  

  

Cortez students and staff joined forces to help raise money 

for new books. Collectively, we sold over $1,100 in Scholastic 

products and raised enough money to buy 45 new books! In 

several English classes, students perused the shelves to create 

a “wish list” of novels that interested them. This allowed     

students to explore new genres and broaden their literary 

horizons. Thank you for visiting our book fair and wonderful 

media center, and we hope to see you throughout the year! 

Our next book fair will be held in January, 2016. 

 

Despite the drizzle of rain, parents and students 

turned out for Cortez's annual open house on the 

evening of Tuesday, August 25th, 2015. The evening began with a short program in the 

auditorium where the band, spiritline, dance line and student council performed. Parents 

were then released to visit classrooms. With a new open house format this year, parents 

were able to wander in and out of classrooms, visiting teachers and spending as much or 

as little time in each room as they needed.  Administrators, counselors, the social worker 

and school psychologist were all on hand to answer any questions that parents had     

pertaining to their students outside of the classroom. In the picture posted to the left,                  

Mrs. Frederick explains her class expectations and curriculum to parents and students who 

stopped by her classroom.   

Brian Galbreath  

Asst. Principal of Operations 

& Resources 

 
 Cortez High School is ecstatic to have the 

one and only Mr. Brian Galbreath return to 

campus after his short stay at Independence 

High School. Mr. Galbreath was formerly a 

CHS graduate, Social Worker, Social Studies 

teacher, coach and was previously the      

Operations & Resources Asst. Principal at CHS, 

& Independence High School as well.  

 

OTHER ADDITIONS 

ATTENTION SENIOR PARENTS:  
Did you know that your student 

should be applying to college            

N O W? Lucky for you, we have a   

Career Center solely dedicated to 

helping your son or daughter fill out 

university applications. Please tell 

them to stop by Room 811 TODAY. It is 

recommended that all Seniors apply 

for the college of their choice by       

N  O  V   E   M   B   E   R   !  

IN 2015  

CHS SENIORS 

WERE OFFERED 
$5.28 MILLION  

IN SCHOLARSHIPS & 

FINANCIAL AID!!!  

GPA FACTS:  
 

1 student earned a 4.0 

25 earned 3.5–3.99 

60 earned 3.0–3.49 

75 earned 2.50–2.99 
 

24 %  
Went to 4-Yr  

University  
 

51%  
Went to 2-Yr 

College  

Joyce Frederick 

Chemistry Teacher 
 

Joel Laing 

ELL Teacher 

Amy McCabe 

ELL/English Teacher 

Jeffrey Stuart 

Band Teacher 

Breauna Russel 

Psychologist 

  Link Leaders Went Big for Their Freshman! 
In Cortez's first year implementing the Link Crew program, 31 

outstanding Junior and Senior leaders stepped up and made 

the first day of school a welcoming day of fun and lessons for 

this year's freshmen. Each Link Leader was given a group of 

around 10 freshmen to lead through a day of activities,     

team-building, and goal setting for the four years to come. 

Freshman have stepped up to the challenge to make these  

four years the best they can with a higher pass rate and larger involvement in clubs and sports. Link Leaders 

have been continuing to check in with their freshmen, providing them total support: help with homework,  

advice, a listening ear, and a friend to sit with at lunch. Our leaders and freshmen have already made this      

program amazing and we can't wait to see what they continue to do as the year goes on!  

ATTENTION PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF SENIORS!  
 

S  T A R  T    P R E P A R I N G   Y O U R   P H O T O S !  

Proud Parent Ad information will be mailed home soon. 

Order your yearbook at the Cortez bookstore OR online!  

Smaller payments may be made online throughout the 

year.              

ONLINE   ORDERING   INSTRUCTIONS:  

 Go to: 
Jostensyearbooks.com 

 

 

 
 

Fill in the following 

search information:   

Cortez High School,  

PHX, AZ 85051. 

Order your yearbook 

with a credit card.  

Payment plans are  

available. 

If you have trouble accessing the website, e-mail Christie.strowman@guhsdaz.org 

 

HEY PARENTS … DID YOU KNOW THERE’S A NEW WAY TO CHECK GRADES?       
 

YOU CAN STILL CHECK GRADES 24 HOURS A DAY ON OUR NEW SYSTEM, SYNERGY.  ALL PARENTS SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED 

THEIR NEW LOG-ON INFORMATION VIA THE US POSTAL MAIL. THE GLENDALE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT MAILED HOME 

A LETTER TO ALL PARENTS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO. IN THIS LETTER, INSTRUCTIONS AND YOUR ACTIVIATION KEY WERE            

PROVIDED.  IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE THIS LETTER, PLEASE CONTACT CORTEZ HIGH SCHOOL AT 623-915-8217.   

mailto:Christie.strowman@guhsdaz.org

